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 The Isabel Hill House, 1895 
 
The house at 16 College St has had relatively few owners during its history.  Most families that 
moved into this home stayed more than 25 years.  We have dated this home to 1895 and tell 
the story of  who has lived here in the paragraphs below. 
 
 
Isabel Hill  
 
The history of the house at 16 College St is tied to the home next door to it at 48 Church St.  The 
home at 48 Church St was likely built by Frederick W. Bunnell in 1853 on land formerly part of 
Heman Oviatt’s property but deeded to Western Reserve College. It was purchased by 
Englishman James Taylor who lived there with his first wife Susan who he had married in 1851 
(she died at the age of 32 in October 1862) and later with with second wife Jane Thompson 
Taylor.    The couple had two daughters, Isabella (born April 1, 1865) and Elizabeth ( born in 
1868).  James was a drayman and Jane a housekeeper. Here is a picture of the property from a 
map of the village in 1856 (Great Lot 56, Block II, Lot 7) 
 

 
 
In 1884, James died at the age of 75 on January 28th, 1884.  In a book of records of obituaries 
from the Hudson Library archive, James is called “The old veteran drayman” 
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After her husband died, Jane stayed in the house with her daughter Elizabeth Taylor.  Her 
daughter Isabel married John Wyman Hill in 1892.  On October 18th of 1894, Jane deeded the 
property at 48 Church St to her daughter Isabel.  This is when the lot was divided, and a second 
house was built at 16 College St for Isabel and her husband.  It appears from the tax records 
that the property from a tax perspective remained one lot because there probably existed nor 
ordinance prohibiting two houses from being on one lot.  Jane and her other daughter Elizabeth 
lived in the house at 48 Church St and Isabel and John lived next door at 16 College St.  It is not 
known what John’s employment was as he was listed as a farmer on the census from 1910 but 
he probably continued to work on his parents farm on Ravenna St.  Evidence that the property 
had been divided is shown on this map from 1910 (Atlas, Summit County 1910, page 113) that 
shows Jane Taylor living at 48 Church and Isabel Hill living at 16 College St. 
 

 
 
 
The property tax records also show a change in the value of the parcel between 1895 and 1896.   
This is shown in the tax record section of the report.  
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Unfortunately, John Wyman Hill did not live very long.  He died at the age of 40 in 1903.  John 
was born in Hudson township on the old Hill farm homestead which was located three miles 
east of town on Ravenna St.  He came from a family of twelve children.  His obituary describes 
him as an industrious honest and genial man who made friends wherever he went.  He was 
especially known for his love of children who oftened visited Isabel and John’s home.  His motto 
(from Alice Cary’s poem Nobility published in 1849) was “There is nothing so kingly as kindness, 
and nothing so royal as truth”.  His obituary says that he was not in robust health for several 
years but became confined to bed with grip which developed into pneumonia in little over a 
day and he passed away.  A copy of his obituary is shown below (Hudson Independent, Feb 6, 
1903 – Hudson Library Newspaper archive). 
 

 
 
Not long thereafter Jane Taylor also passed away on April 18, 1906 at the age of 74.  Isabel 
continued to live in 16 College St and her sister Elizabeth Taylor lived at 48 Church St.  The 
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properties were probably not separated into two parcels until 16 College St  was sold.  The 
property at 16 College St was sold April 2, 1919 to John I and Mary L Henry.  Isabel moved back 
in with her sister and eventually transferred the property at 48 Church St to Elizabeth.  Isabel 
passed away on February 5, 1927 at the age of 61.   
 
According to Isabel’s obiturary, she was educated in the village schools.  Her obituary says that 
she lived with John on the Hill farm following their marriage until 3 years later when she moved 
into the home in town (further establishing the date established for the home).  Isabel was 
confirmed Episcopal Church.  Her faith sustained her throughout the tragedies she suffered in 
losing her family members and then through her failing health in later years.  For 10 years she 
worked for the Hudson Telephone Company where she was a faithful worker and made a circle 
of friends.  Isabel suffered from diabetes which was thought to be her ultimate cause of death.  
Her obituary from the Feb 10, 1927 edition of the Hudson Herald is shown below (courtesy of 
Hudson Library newspaper archives).   
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John Wyman and Isabel Hill, Susan R Taylor (Jame’s first wife), Jane and James Taylor and 
Elizabeth Taylor are all buried at Markillie Cemetery. 
 

  
 

    
 
John I and Mary L Henry 
 
John and Mary moved into the house at 16 College St on November 1, 1919.  John is listed in 
1920 census as a Teamster and Mary is “at home”.  John and Mary had seven sons:  Joe, J.D., 
Carl, Lawrence, Claude, Harold, and Glenn.  They had one daughter, Florence.   As of the 1920 
census, Lawrence was working as a mechanic and Claude worked as a clerk for the steam 
railroad.  Prior to moving to the home in town, it appears that John and Mary had a farm as he 
is listed as in the 1910 census John is listed as a farmer and the 3 of the sons are listed as farm 
attendants.  John and Mary were members of the Congregational Church and the American 
Legion. John and Mary are buried in Markille Cemetery.  They lived in the house at 16 College St 
for 29 years.  Mary’s obituary from the Hudson Observer April 24, 1947 edition is shown here. 
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Mary and John are buried at Markillie Cemetery as is their daughter Florence. 
 

 
 
Walter J. and Mabel Ann Lambert 
 
In January of 1948, the home was purchased by Walter and Mabel Lambert.  Walter was a 
mechanical engineer and worked for several companies including McMyler Interstate during 
World War I as well as Cleveland Pneumatic Tool and Ametek-Lamb Electric in Kent.  He was a 
member of the Hudson Masonic Lodge and the Bedford and Bedford Grange where he grew up.  
He and Mabel attended the First Christian Church on Steels Corners Road.  They had three 
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children – Marvin, Jean and Phyllis.  Mabel passed away in 1977 and Walter lived to the age of 
90.  The house was sold following his death in 1982.  Below is a copy of his obituary. 
  

 
 
Marko and Mirjana Vranic 
 
Marko and Mirjana purchased the home in 1982.  They had three daughters: Lara, Susan and 
Natalie.  Marko was born in Croatia where he earned a degree in musical instrument making 
and repair.  He traveled around Europe and the Near East fixing musical instruments before 
emigrating to the United States in 1969.  He met and married Mira in 1974.  They lived in 
Hudson for 23 years and were members of St Mary Parish.  When Marko came to the United 
States he worked for American Industrial Steel Company in Cleveland and then he worked at 
Konica in Hudson where he retired in 1999.  He was a proud member of the BCTGM union.  
Marko is pictured below. 
 

w 
 
In 2006, the home was purchased by KJC Management.  They owned the home for a few years 
before selling it to Dr Patricia Goetz. 
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Dr. Patricia Goetz purchased the home in March of 2010 and is the current owner.  Dr. Patricia 
Goetz is a Child, Adolescent, and Adult Psychiatrist and a current member of Hudson City 
Council.  She is a longtime resident of Northeast Ohio and has been a resident of Hudson since 
2005.  Pat is on the far left in the picture below. 
 

 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
By all accounts, it seems that the house on 16 College St has been a home for families who have 
comfortably lived there for many years.  It has been lovingly cared for and maintained well. 
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Description 

The structure is a 2-story timber framed home constructed in the last half of the 19th 

century. The existing footprint of the structure consists of multiple masses. The 

original footprint is a “T” configuration with a north/south and east/west axis. There 

is an additional single-story mass on the west elevation that also dates to original 

construction. The front façade faces east towards College Street. There is a single-

story mass on the north-east corner. There is also a garage and enclosed breezeway to 

the south. The original windows are symmetrical. Trim and architectural details are 

plain and understated including modest eaves. Siding is consistent on all elevations of 

the structure. The structure is set back from the sidewalk and includes complimentary 

landscaping. 

  

Foundation 

The foundation was originally constructed with vitrified clay tile which are still 

present. There is also original filler brick that can be seen throughout the foundation. 

Some clay tile has been replaced with glass block for light and ventilation. In 

addition, a sump pit has been added to control water ingress as footer drains were 

integral in the use of vitrified clay tile, which were also used as the structure’s 

footers. The tiles have been coated with a waterproof material. The basement floor is 

poured concrete from the 20th century. The chimney foundation is brick, and the 

condition and coloring are consistent with those used in construction during this 

period. There is a modern exterior entryway to the basement that appears to have 

been added in the 20th century. Modern foundation materials can be seen in the 

northeast corner used in the construction of a one story first-floor bathroom. The 

southern masses were constructed on slab foundations. The foundation exterior was 

modified in the 20th century with the addition of a veneer brick coating. 

Appendix I 

 

Frame 

The original framing footprint indicates an estimated construction date of second half 

of the 19th century. This is evident through the rough sawn floor joists; the tool marks 

indicate they were cut by means of a pit saw and early mechanical sawmill. The sill 

beams are indicative of the same time period with some hand tooling marks. 

However, the timbers have been painted which obscures some of the identifying 

details. The joinery is mortise and tenon with pins used as mechanical fasteners. The 

roof framing was not accessible, and no determination could be made of its age or 

framing method. The existing basement stairs may not be in their original location or 

in the least have been modified from their original construction. There is evidence 

that a timber framed joint previously existed above the exterior stair well. There is 
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also evidence of modification by means of a cut Joist above the existing basement 

interior stairs. 

Appendix II 

 

 

Exterior 

The trim, corner boards and eave details are modest and of original construction 

style. There are modest freeze boards. The siding is clapboards which also is 

representative of the style however it appears the material is not original. Modern 

additions are sided with clapboards in keeping with the original architecture and 

consistent across the entire structure.  The original windows have been replaced with 

double hung aluminum clad wood sashes. The roof covering is asphalt shingles.  

Appendix III 

 

Interior 

The main entry opens into a divided floor plan. The layout consists of a parlor located 

off of the entry leading into an open living room. There is a closed stairwell that leads 

to the second floor located opposite the entry. This may have originally been an open 

stairwell based on wall dimensions. There is an original bedroom and newly 

constructed bathroom east of the living room. The western mass contains the kitchen 

dating to original construction with a northern single-story sunroom/dining room that 

was constructed in the 20th century. A breezeway and attached garage, also 

constructed in the 20th century, are located to the south of the kitchen. The second 

floor consists of two bedrooms, a bathroom and a door accessing the attic of the 

western most mass. The door is not original and was most likely added in the 20th 

century. The second floor partitions do not appear to be consistent with how the 

structure was originally designed. 

 

The flooring in the original footprint on the first floor is pine and is original. This is 

indicated by the underside of the flooring which is flat and rough sawn. The flooring 

in the mass due west of the “T”, the kitchen, is also rough sawn on the bottom 

however there are also grooves. This milling technique did not begin until the late 

19th / early 20th century to prevent cupping of the flooring. While it is possible that 

this flooring is original to the construction date of the western mass, it could also 

indicate a later addition than the original construction. There is no visible evidence 

that the foundation was expanded from the eastern “T” form due to a moisture 

barrier coating. The flooring at the landing to the basement is also pine, however it is 

not original to the structure. Flooring on the second story is consistent with that on 

the first and appears to be original to the structure. The flooring within the attic 

space to the west is a different species, oak, but appears to be from the original 
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construction. The patch work of the flooring at the end of the stairway opening 

indicates the attic door was added later in its history. The location of the bathroom 

partition in the hallway was also a later modification to the second story layout. 

 

The base trim throughout the house is simple in design and fits with the time period 

of the house. Window trim and door casings have a little more detail than would be 

expected in a house of this age. All the trim and moldings are believed to have been 

replaced. 

 

The interior doors are consistent throughout the house. They are modern however do 

fit with the design of the house. The exterior doors are of modern construction. 

Appendix IV 

 

Conclusion 

The structure is believed to be one of a handful of Cheese Factory Houses in the 

Historic District. Based on the design it would have most likely been lived in by a 

manager or supervisor. The original footprint has been expanded over the course of 

its life. The original section of the house dates to approximately 1870’s. The 

structural components that make up the original footprint are consistent with that 

time period. The original foundation material also date to that time period. The 

exterior architectural elements are consistent in form for its original design but have 

been updated in composition. The first story would have been used as living space as 

it is today. The second story would have been used for bedrooms; however, the layout 

would have been different than it currently exists. Many original details have been 

preserved including foundation, framing and flooring. Over the course of the 20th 

century multiple additions were built, and interior components have been updated. 
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Deeds 

Parcel 3201036, Block 2,  Lot 7  
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James & Jane Taylor 7/6/1853 - 10/18/1894 
 
Isabel Hill. 10/18/1894 – 4/2/1919 
 
John I and Mary L Henry. 4/2/1919 – 1/30/1948 
 
Walter J and Mabel Ann Lambert 1/30/1948 – 8/9/1982 
 
Marko and Marjana Vranic 8/9/1982 – 1/5/2006 
 
KJC Management LLC 1/5/2006 – 3/10/2010 
 
Dr Patricia Goetz 3/10/2010 - present 
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Selected Census Records 
 
The census records are available through Ancestry.com, library addition.  These are the some 
findings for 16 College St. 
 
John & Isabel Hill. 1900 Census 
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Isabel Hill. 1910 Census 

 
 
John & Mary Henry 1910 
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John & Mary Henry 1920                                    
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Walter & Mabel Ann Lambert 
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Tax Records 2160 E Streetsboro Street 
 
 The tax record for 16 College St helped to determine when the house was built as it appears 
that Isabel Hill built on property owned by her parents James & Jane Taylor (48 College St.). You 
can see from the record before the house was built that value for tax purposes increased 
between 1894 and 1896.   
 
Isabel Hill 1896 

 
James Taylor 1894 
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